 “None of your tricks, Mr. Fox; I'll not give up my dinner.” -Sadler (1987)

"“Organized crime is at the center of it,” Honsal continued, describing the operators of the illegal farms as “ruling by intimidation with guns. Shootings are happening all the time, but victims don’t want to report them to us out of fear. These people need to be dealt with, and this new state funding will allow us to bring in more resources and really go after the people who are damaging our environment, depleting our streams and engaging in human trafficking to solve the labor shortage. They have simply out-manned us.”" -Frederiksen (2021)

----
Stories of missing, disappearing, dismembered, and murdered people in these mountains are so numerous it makes Colombia look like a child's playground. We did a quick google search and just picked at random the top page of results (20). Most are from the last 18 months (2023). Considering that these activities really ramped up in the 1980's, imagine hundreds, if not thousands of similar cases, simply too numerous to list here, now.

The hills of Humboldt county are full of bodies. The entire county of Southern Humboldt, and Mendicino are mass graves.

The FBI & mental health care workers like to say the HFM is a paranoid delusion. Dead bodies may not speak, but they do tell another story.

----
I became involved in the late 1990's through environmental groups associated with the Califronia Redwoods eg. and eventually, as a University student, was invited through a friend to Ken Kesey's final halloween party at his home. I later developed a relationship with someone, a roommate, who I later learned was raised in the heart of the Emerald Triangle. She happened to be friends with former Yippies Stew & Judy Albert, personal friends of Abbie Hoffman. (We still had their old couch in our living room, where he had occassionally crashed.) Needing work, and not able to obtain funding to complete my University education (I had been studying to become a Foreign Service Officer,) I went to Humboldt in hopes of finding work, which was plentiful with the right connections. I began networking and met a lot of people in the California entertainment industry (many of whom happen to have substance abuse addictions, and need regular access to narcotics, and are able to afford them.) It is probably best not to make a list of names, but the story holds; suffice to say a who's who list of celebrities, writers, and raconteurs on both coasts. It also led to the History Project, which eventually became The Death of the American Dream & the Bronx Project. I had learned so much about the history of the West Coast & 1960's counter-culture movement I had become probably the leading expert in our community's history (I was actually formally nominated and confirmed as community historian, ca. 2009) and it was time to document this, in the form of a book (and now the very ambitious Bronx Project.) Each answer only led to more questions.
However, there was, or still is a troubling aspect to all this. In spite of the "Peace & Love" message that era is known for, I found it to be racked with violence, backstabbing, and all manner of trouble; so, I went to the source for answers. This became a two decades long research project gathering oral histories, and comparing them to historic records etc. The results are very troubling. However, we did indeed find the answers we were looking for, and just in time.
Government interference (project MHCHAOS, which evolved out of the MKULTRA series of experiments,) was the biggest issue regarding the topic of this community's history. Many people struggle with this aspect of it, and would prefer 'the Brand' remained exactly that, a Brand which can be used to market to a multi-billion dollar industry of healthcare, beauty and lifestyle products. Even, actually especially outsiders, unfamiliar, or least familiar with this history are the most defensive advocates of it's alleged purity of values, innocence, and wholesomeness.
The community as it was, at it's best, no longer exists. Community leaders, those most commited to the founders original values (IWW socialists, labor activists, veterans, health care workers, etc.) were the first to be targeted by Government operations, this is known as Network Disruption. They are known as 'militant supporters of terror groups'. That is the Command & Control (C2) or leadership capacity of the group. Without leadership the group divides into factions, without a unifying ideology. That is combined with allowing more money focused persons to flourish, so long as they maintain an "anti-communist" stance, a National Security Action Memo (NSAM) program; much like similar campaigns in places like Vietnam & Afghanistan. These groups, which were originally interested in communal property ownership, homeschooling, and self-sustaining agriculture evolved into Pro-Government militia groups, with the latent support of the US Intelligence Community. Narcotics producers flourished while activists quietly disappeared, or were murdered.
Those producers, are now being largely side-lined by Government sponsored (Investment bank,) narcotics producing global corporations, such as those in Canada (who's largest shareholders are sitting politicians,) which now grow marijuana in Colombia and sell it in the US as a licensed product. These same groups are now behind astroturf movements to legalize hallucinogenic mushrooms, LSD, and cocaine, while decriminalizng other drugs heroin (in Oregon eg. 2023).
America's War on Drugs was never a war on drugs, it was a war on the people, and communities who used them to finance their political activism. Now that the political aspect of it is gone, drugs are being legalized at an alarming rate, the profits of which are going to the same political families who once were the biggest opponents of legalization.
This was really a contest between who gets to control the narcotics market, The Government (and corrupt politicians,) or the people themselves, farming families who turned to marijuana as a cash crop to put their kids through college during recession times. The drugs aren't any less dangerous or harmful now that the Government is selling them, if anything the opposite is true. The Government simply wants to enjoy a monopoly on all political activities in the country, and as always that comes down to who controls the money.
It would be really easy to say that this is the end of it, the story. However, with the sudden, apparent collapse of the Biden administration (2023), those most involved in Plan Colombia (Centro Democratico, Damascus Doctrine, Falsos Positivos, Lideres Sociales) and the Narcotics trade. The Clinton Family made a shit ton of money importing cocaine into Little Rock through private airstrips, fictionalized in the film 'American Made'; and has open connections to the Uribe dynasty in Colombia, as well as a man named Giustra (and others like the Huckabees.) Foreign Governments are now involved and the plot has only thickened. I have a feeling the fun is only beginning.

----
Note:

"Well, the night was falling as the desert world
Began to settle down
In the town they're searching for us everywhere
But we never will be found
And the county judge who held a grudge
Will search for evermore" -Wings (1973)

----
Also see:

[Chthonic Cult]
[Operation Green Sweep]
["Train Station" (Yellowstone)]
[Coca Eradication]
[Too Much Fun Club (TMFC)]

"Road Dogs" & "Scum Fucks": Transversality in American Culture
https://archive.org/details/crusty_kids/CATHEY-MASTERSREPORT-2018/

Jerry's Kids: Grateful Dead Family
https://archive.org/details/jerrys_kids_gdf/jerrys_kids_dallas_1997/

We Are Everywhere (Shoreline Ampitheater)
https://archive.org/details/ghostimage_shoreline_mt_view

Cacophony Society: Merry Pranksters of the 1990's (NarcoTerrorism)
https://archive.org/details/cacophony_society_zone-trip_4

Mountain View, Oregon, and Santa Fe (LSD)
https://archive.org/details/pickard_apperson_lsd_2003/pickard_apperson_lsd_2003_2/

Stephenson, Amy. "Remembering Izu And Fast Eddie, Two Haight Celebrities." Hoodline, hoodline.com, 25 July 2014, https://hoodline.com/2014/07/memorials-for-izu-and-fast-eddie/.

Frederiksen, Justine. "State gives Emerald Triangle $1.5 million to target ‘worst of the worst’ pot grows." Ukiah Daily Journal, 29 Sept. 2021, https://www.ukiahdailyjournal.com/2021/09/29/state-gives-emerald-triangle-1-5-million-to-target-worst-of-the-worst-pot-grows/.

[...]

----
Los Esmeralderos
https://archive.org/details/esmeralderos_202310/

Youth Corps: Non-military Security (Colombia Cartel Origins)
https://archive.org/details/youth_corps/

Volunteers in Service To America (VISTA) & Americorps
https://archive.org/details/vista_americorp/

----
The Merry Prankster's Intrepid Trip
https://archive.org/details/intrepid-trips/barry/

Babbs & Kesey in: Even Cowgirls Get The Blues (Cameo)
https://archive.org/details/babbs-kesey-cowgirls-blues

Emerald Triangle (California)
https://archive.org/details/corva2014/Anders_Beyond_Counterculture_fsm/

American Reality: The Grateful Dead
https://archive.org/details/grateful-dead-american-beauty

Now is the time past believing: Oregon Country Fair 2022 Melvin Seals & JGB
https://archive.org/details/oregon-country-fair-2022-melvin-seals-jgb

DEA Blotter Paper (LSD)
https://archive.org/details/dea_blotter

Burning Man Documentary (1990's)
https://archive.org/details/burning_man_doc_1990s

Pont-Saint-Esprit: US Crimes Against Humanity (LSD)
https://archive.org/details/2221009c-0/2221009c0/

Blotter Paper
https://archive.org/details/blotter_art_sample

----
"World's Best Parties: Dance Music" (Janus Berlin)
https://archive.org/details/janus-dance-berlin

American Horror Story - Delicate: The Triple Goddess
https://archive.org/details/ahs_delicate-tarot

ZuZu's Party (1999)
https://archive.org/details/funkin_groovin

The Death of The American Dream
https://archive.org/details/d59edc023af425da6086cb2282ed1610cced7d8a

Old Wives Tales: Persephone, A September Bride (Love & War)
https://archive.org/details/jg_frazer/SCHMIDT1926/

Thoughts for the Times on War and Death (Kaplan, 1984)
https://archive.org/details/kaplan_1984/kaplan_1984/

----
Granchester Meadows: Here & Now & Then
https://archive.org/details/re-thoughts-the-american-dream-kapnken-bossskypilotclub_com-2013-12-07-1218

----
Kemp, Kym "‘Are You Going to Kill Me?’ — How Garberville is Struggling with Vagrants and a Perception of Increasing Violence," Lost Coast Outpost, 29 September 2012; https://lostcoastoutpost.com/2012/sep/29/transients-and-trouble-how-garberville-struggling/

Dominick R. Moya, (Death of)
https://archive.org/details/screenshot-from-2021-10-14-15-21-47

Fat Kids & Rumorz: Rainbow Family
https://archive.org/details/rainbow_fam_gathering/a%CF%83%CF%84%CF%81%CE%AF%CE%B4%CE%BF%CF%852014/

Where the Rainbow Ends: American Wanderjahres
https://archive.org/details/me_and_uncle_dead_sub_nyc_202209

Fox's Wedding (Devil's Wife)
https://archive.org/details/fox_wedding/b1934/

----
Colombian Civil Conflict
https://archive.org/details/919280746455384064-dmhw-8d-kueaayo-qu
